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is dictated by my own feelings, but which I
trust will meet with approbation in corre-
spondent feelings in my fellow-citizens, ought
not to be passed in silence; it is this: ' The
chief glory of a nation,' says Dr. Johnson,
' arises from its authors.' With this opin-
ion deeply impressed on my mind, I have
the same ambition -which actuated that great
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man when he expressed a wish to give celeb-
rity to Bacon, to Hooker, to Milton, and
to Boyle. I do not, indeed, expect to add
celebrity to the names of Franklin, Wash-
ington, Adams, Jay, Madison, Marshall,
Ramsay, Dwight, Smith, Trumbull, Hamil-
ton, Belknap, Ames, Mason, Kent, Hare,
Silliman, Cleaveland, Walsh, Irving, and
many other Americans distinguished by
their writings or by their science; but it is
with pride and satisfaction that I can place
them, as authorities, on the same page with
those of Boyle, Hooker, Milton, Dryden,
Addison, Ray, Milner, Oowper, Thomson,
Davy, and Jameson. A life devoted to read-
ing and to an investigation of the origin and
principles of our vernacular language, and
especially a particular "examination of the
best English writers, with a view to a com-